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PROPOSED SOLUTIONS
TO THE PROBLEM OF
ELECTION AND FREE-WILL

A. Foreseen faith—i.e., God saw beforehand who would believe and chose them – (Arminian)
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1. Arguments for Foreseen Faith:

a. Predestination is Based on Foreknowledge - This is God’s foreknowledge at work.
I Peter 1:2

﻿“elect ﻿﻿according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, “
Romans 8:29-30

“For whom ﻿﻿He foreknew, ﻿﻿He also predestined ﻿﻿to be conformed to the image of His Son,”
Answer: When used with “God” as subject, (know) means more than prescience (knowing about).

1)  Old Testament usage

Amos 3:2 

“You ﻿﻿only have I known of all the families of the earth;”
Hosea 13:5
“﻿I ﻿﻿knew you in the wilderness, in the land of ﻿﻿great drought.”
Psalms 1:6

“For ﻿﻿the Lord knows the way of the righteous, but the way of the ungodly shall perish.” 

2)  New Testament usage

Acts 2:23
“Him, ﻿﻿being delivered by the determined purpose and foreknowledge of God, you ﻿﻿have taken by lawless hands, have crucified, and put to death; 

I Peter 1:20
“He indeed was foreordained – προ - εγνωσμένου – to foreknow {NIV “chosen} before the foundation of the world, but was ﻿﻿manifest ﻿﻿in these last times for you 

Romans 8:29﻿
“For whom ﻿﻿He foreknew, ﻿﻿He also predestined, Whom He foreknew not what all the foreknown ones are also glorified.”
b. This view makes the two concepts understandable.

Answer: Some doctrines are not intended to be reconciled by man’s logic. We simply teach what the Bible teaches.

c. God can limit Himself in this way if He chooses to do so.

Answer: The question is not what God can do, but what  Scripture says that God has done.
B. Corporate Election—God chose a group (the church), but He did not choose individuals to make up that group (Arminian)

1. Arguments for Corporate Election:

a. The elect group is always spoken of in the plural.

Ephesians 1: 4
“just as ﻿﻿He chose us in Him ﻿﻿before the foundation of the world,”
Answer: In Ephesians Paul is writing to the whole church. He also included himself. Therefore the pronoun has to be plural.
b. Chosen “in Him” refers to Christ as the elect and believers become elect only when they believe and are placed in Him.

Answer: “In Christ” {ἐν αὐτῷ} can be instrumental not locative. Then it would read, “by Him” not “in Him” (Lenski- en loc)
c. This view makes both concepts understandable.

Answer: Some concepts in Scripture are not intended to be understood – just believed.
d. God can do it this way if He chooses to.

Answer: The question is not what God can do, but what Scripture says that God has done.

Additional Refutation to Corporate Election
1. There are many texts which teach that election is particular or individual
Acts 13:48
“Now when the Gentiles heard this, they were glad and glorified the word of the Lord. ﻿﻿And as many as had been appointed to eternal life believed.”
John 6:37
“All that the Father gives Me will come to Me, and ﻿﻿the one (sing.) who comes to Me I will ﻿﻿by no means cast out.”
John 6:44
“No one (sing.) can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me ﻿﻿draws him (sing.); and I will raise him (sing.) up at the last day.”
John 6:65
“And He said, “Therefore ﻿﻿I have said to you that no one (sing.) can come to Me unless it has been granted to him (sing.) by My Father.” 

John 15:19

“you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, 
2. Some people are spoken of as elect before they believed

Acts 18:10 
“Do not be afraid, but speak, and do not keep silent; for I am with you, and no one will attack you to hurt you; for I have many people in this city.” 

3. How does God know that there will be anyone who will believe?

This question sends the argument back to foreseen faith.

C.  Predestination and Election are Not Salvation Terms 
1. Arguments:

a. In Romans 9 election refers only to Israel.

Answer: In Rom. 9 Paul is explaining how God’s election works. God is in control and election is all of Him. He does use Israel as an example but, He uses individuals as examples too – Jacob, Esau, Pharaoh, etc.

b. In Ephesians 1 election refers to our being holy and without blame and predestination refers to our adoption as sons.

c. In Romans 8 predestination is toward our being conformed to the image of Christ.

Answer: These are both performed by God in eternity past. You were born in sin. You could not be in the image of God or adopted as His heir until something happened. You had to be born into God’s family and given eternal life.
So, for you to be elected to be in the image of God requires that you believe on Jesus for eternal life. Therefore, it is, in fact, election to salvation.

D. Man has no free-will—God’s sovereignty precludes it.

1. Arguments:

a. Man is dead therefore he cannot will anything until he is regenerated—then he believes.

Ephesians 2:1
“And ﻿﻿you He made alive, ﻿﻿who were dead in trespasses and sins,”
Answer: 

1. Natural man makes decisions every day. What tie to wear; Coke or Pepsi, Ford or Chevy, believe or not believe.

2. If the unbeliever has to be regenerated before he can believe, we have to change

John 3:16 to read… “whoever has eternal life believes” instead of  “whoever believes has eternal life.”
b. Even faith is the gift of God

Ephesians 2:9 

﻿“For by grace you have been saved ﻿﻿through faith, and that not of yourselves; ﻿﻿it (faith) is the gift of God, not of ﻿﻿works, lest anyone should ﻿﻿boast.”
Answer: It is not faith that is the gift in Ephesians 2:9
“For by grace (χάριτί- fem) you have been saved ﻿﻿through faith (πίστεως -fem), and that not of yourselves; ﻿﻿it (τοῦτο- neuter)  is the gift of God, not of ﻿﻿works, lest anyone should ﻿﻿boast.”
The “it” is neuter so it does not refer back to either Grace (fem. Or “faith” (fem) Rather it refers to the entire process of being saved. Salvation is the gift of God.

c. Because God is sovereign, man has no free-will.

Logically, if God is sovereign – man cannot have free-will.
Answer: God’s revelation does not have to agree with man’s idea of logic.
E. A Proposed Solution

· The Bible teaches both the sovereignty of God and the free-will of man.  

· We accept other doctrines which are seemingly antithetical.

· Some doctrines are not intended to be reconciled by man’s logic.  We simply teach what the Bible teaches.

1. There is One God
Deuteronomy 6:4

“Hear, O Israel: ﻿﻿The Lord our God, the Lord is one! 




AND

There are three Persons called God.
a. The Father

John 6:27
“God the Father has set His seal on Him.”
b. The Son –

John 1:1 - the Word was ﻿﻿God. 

John 1:14 - And the Word ﻿﻿became ﻿﻿flesh and dwelt among us,
c. The Holy Spirit
Acts 5:3-4
“why has ﻿﻿Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit? You have not lied to men but to God. So, which one will you accept?
2. Jesus is God— (see above) AND Jesus is Man

Luke 2:16
“And they (the shepherds) came with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the Baby {Jesus} lying in a manger. 
3. The Dual Purpose of Messiah – Isaiah 61:1-2

The second coming to reign. (See also Isaiah 62:1-2 cp. Luke 4:19-21)
       AND

The first coming to die (Isaiah 53)
4. Messiah is David’s Son—Messiah is David’s Lord

Matt. 22:42-45







“What do you think about the Christ? Whose Son is He?” They said to Him, “The ﻿﻿Son of David.”  He said to them, “How then does David in the Spirit call Him ‘Lord,’ saying: ‘The ﻿﻿Lord said to my Lord, “Sit at My right hand, Till I make Your enemies Your footstool’? If David then calls Him ‘Lord,’ how is He his Son?”
5. The Bible is God’s Word but it was written by Men.

6. God Chooses—Man Must Believe.

Note: After Jesus’ resurrection, two men were walking on the road to Emmaus. They were disappointed because Jesus had died. They knew that Messiah was going to reign in the Kingdom, but they had forgotten (or never had learned) that Messiah was also prophesied to die. – (Isaiah 53) Jesus explained that fact to them. Then He said:

Luke 24:25

“Oh foolish ones and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken.”Ought not the Christ to have suffered these things and to enter into His ﻿﻿glory?” 



















